
Unit Six
STOMP

Half term 6

Unit Five
Composing on 

Noteflight
Half term 5

Year 
6

Year 7 Music
Learning Journey 

Year 
8

Curriculum  Question 1
This half term we are 
studying…because….

Curriculum  Question  2
This Unit of Learning builds on last half 
term’s skills/ knowledge by…

Curriculum  Question 3
What key skills have you used in 
this Unit of Learning?

Unit Four
Film Music 

compositions 
Half term 4

Unit Three
Pop Song 

compositions 
Half term 3

Unit Two
Introduction to 
reading sheet 

music 
continued…
Half term 2

Unit One
Singing 

workshops and 
introduction to 
reading sheet 

music
Half term 1

Learning 
Challenge
How do you start a 
composition? 

Key Vocabulary
Forte – loud
Piano – quiet
Crescendo – gradually getting 
louder
Decrescendo – gradually 
getting quieter
Dynamics – volume
Texture – the amount of layers 
in a piece of music
Harmony – two melodies at the 
same time
Melody – the main tune
Tempo – speed
Duration – the length of a note
Tonality – the key of the music 

Learning 
Challenge
How do the 
elements of 
music 
enhance the 
listener’s 
experience? 

Learning Challenge
Can you explain how the 
stave system works when 
you are reading sheet 
music?

We will learn what the 
elements of music are, 
as well as some 
specific key terms that 
fall under each 
element ‘umbrella’. We 
will learn the notes on 
the treble clef stave 
and how to find them –
this will underpin all of 
our  performance 
learning for the rest of 
Key Stage 3 and 4

We will be assessed on 
key definitions 

We are studying
how to translate 
our 
understanding of 
the treble clef 
stave to practical 
keyboard 
performances 
and finding notes 
on the piano. We 
will use 
Noteflight

We will be 
assessed on our 
copying of 
notation on 
Noteflight

We are learning about the 
cultural impact of STOMP as 
a group. We will utilise  
motor skills to present an 
understanding of rhythm, 
metre, pulse, dynamics, and 
articulation

We will be assessed 
rhythmic composition 

We are studying different 
timbres of instruments 
as well as the effects that 
they have on the 
audience of a film, and 
how moods and 
atmospheres are 
successfully created by 
changes in the musical 
elements

We will be assessed on 
our performances 

We are learning what a ‘chord’ is 
and how to find a chord on the 
piano using any starting note –
‘play one, miss one, play one, miss 
one, play one’. We will write our 
own lyrics to create a melody

We will be assessed on our group 
performance

We are learning how to write chords on the notation 
software Noteflight

We will be assessed on composition and finding root 
notes on Noteflight



Unit Six
Beatles Band 

Project 
Half term 6

Unit Five
Keyboard skills 

continued… 
Half term 5

Year 
7

Year 8 Music
Learning Journey 

Year 
9

Curriculum  Question 1
This half term we are 
studying…because….

Curriculum  Question  2
This Unit of Learning builds on last half 
term’s skills/ knowledge by…

Curriculum  Question 3
What key skills have you used in 
this Unit of Learning?

Unit Four
Keyboard skills 

Half term 4

Unit Three
Song-writing 

and composing
Half term 3

Unit Two
Drumming and 

African 
Drumming
Half term 2

Unit One
Blues, Gospel 

and Jazz
Half term 1

Learning Challenge
How did The Beatles 
change the culture of 
British pop music?

Key Vocabulary
Chords – 2 or more notes at the 
same time
Syncopation – offbeat rhythms
12 bar blues – a chord sequence 
popularised by the blues genre
Swung quavers – uneven 
quavers; he first is longer, the 
second is shorter
Dominant 7th chord – the 7th

note added to a triad chord
Accents – emphasis on a note 
Bars – how music is divided into 
the time signature
Pitch – how high or low a note is
Call and response – one person 
calls, and a group respond with 
something different yet related
Improvisation – composing 
music on the spot
Articulation – different ways of 
performing music
Inversions – a chord in which 
the root note is not the lowest

Learning 
Challenge
How did 
music change 
and develop 
from 
spirituals, to 
gospel, to 
blues and 
soul? 

Learning 
Challenge
How can you 
make a piece of 
music more 
complex when 
using a lead 
sheet?

We are learning about the 
impact of ‘Blues’ as a 
genre on modern music

We will be assessed in our 
pairs

We are studying the 
reading of sheet music 
onto a new 
instrument, as well as 
learning how to 
notate music for the 
drums. We will learn 
about music from new 
and different cultures

We will be assessed 
playing a number of 
beats on the drum kit 

We are notating three 
different instruments 
on Noteflight, in order 
to put together a 
complete ensemble 
score

We will be assessed 
on the writing of the 
drum beat for ‘Let It 
Be’

We are studying how to 
read the notes in the bass 
clef

We will be assessed on our 
performance of ‘With a 
little help from my friends’

We are learning how to 
compose a melody and 
chordal accompaniment on 
the notation software 
‘Noteflight’, using a new key 
signature of ‘G major’

We will be assessed on the 
performance of melodies and 
chorus 

We are studying how to use the treble 
and bass clef in order to perform a more 
advanced piece of music in pairs

We will be assessed on the performance 
of ‘Yesterday’



Unit Six
Cover of a ‘pop’ 

song
Half term 6

Unit Five
Acoustic song 

writing 
Half term 5

Year 
8

Year 9 Music
Learning Journey 

Year 
10

Curriculum  Question 1
This half term we are 
studying…because….

Curriculum  Question  2
This Unit of Learning builds on last half 
term’s skills/ knowledge by…

Curriculum  Question 3
What key skills have you used in 
this Unit of Learning?

Unit Four
Guitar skills
Half term 4

Unit Three
Keyboard skills 
and the history 

of ‘pop’
Half term 3

Unit Two
Theme and 

Variation 
Half term 2

Unit One
Musicals 

Composition 
Half term 1

Learning Challenge
How can music be 
varied in order for a 
musician to create their 
own ‘stamp’ on a song?

Key Vocabulary
Chorus – a song sung by a group
Duet – a song sung by 2 people
Aria – an emotional solo song

Comedy song – a funny song in 
a musical
Recitative – spoken in a singing 
style
Ascending sequence – a melody 
repeated in a higher pitch
Descending sequence – a 
melody repeated in a lower 
pitch
Repetition – the same melody 
played again several times
Word painting – when the music 
reflects the words being sung
Major – bright sounding
Minor – dark sounding
Frets – the part of a guitar which 
affects the pitch

Learning 
Challenge
How are the 
musical 
devices used 
to convey a 
story, and how 
can the change 
an audiences 
perception of a 
character? 

Learning 
Challenge
How did ‘The 
Monkees’ 
influence 
pop/rock culture 
in the 1960s?

We are studying how to 
translate sheet music 
practically onto 
instrument and 
perform original 
melodies

We will be assessed on 
the work we have 
composed in groups

We are studying how 
the elements of 
music can be utilised 
in order to vary a 
piece of music, and 
why an audience 
might be interested 
in this genre

We will be assessed 
on our performance 
in pairs on the 
keyboards

We are using our 
dictation 
knowledge to 
translate the 
melody of the 
song ‘Stand By 
Me’ into 
Noteflight by ear. 
We will  create a 
band 
performance of 
‘Stand By Me’ 

We will be 
assessed on our 
creation of a sore 
that includes the 
drum beat, 
bassline, piano 
chords and 
melody for the 
chorus of ‘Stand 
By Me’

We are studying how to 
read TAB (sheet music 
used for guitar music) 
and chord grids 
effectively

We will be assessed on 
our performance of  
the riff, chords, and 
bassline of the song 
‘Chasing Cars’

We are learning how to 
perform the song ‘I’m a 
Believer’ on the keyboard

We will be assessed on our 
performance of the song 
‘I’m a Believer’ 

We are studying how to 
effectively create a set of lyrics, 
and to set these to chords 
played on the guitar

We will be assessed on our use 
of 4 chords on the guitar



Unit Six
Revisiting 

Topics and 
Composition 
Half term 6

Unit Five
Film Music 
Half term 5

Year 
9

Year 10 Music
Learning Journey 

Year 
11

Curriculum  Question 1
This half term we are 
studying…because….

Curriculum  Question  2
This Unit of Learning builds on last half 
term’s skills/ knowledge by…

Curriculum  Question 3
What key skills have you used in 
this Unit of Learning?

Unit Four
Ensemble 

Performance 
Half term 4

Unit Three
Popular Music 

Half term 3

Unit Two
Forms and 

Devices 
Half term 2

Unit One
Introduction to 
GCSE Music and 

Performing 
Half term 1

Learning 
Challenge
How are 
ensembles 
used across 
different 
genres? 

Key Vocabulary

Binary form – a piece of music 
with 2 sections (AB)
Ternary form – a piece of music 
with 3 sections (ABA)
Ostinato – a repeated melody or 
rhythm
Dotted rhythms – long note 
duration follows by a short note 
duration
Conjunct – stepwise movement
Disjunct – big leaps between 
notes
Riff – instrumental melody in a 
pop song
Monophonic – unaccompanied 
melody
Homophonic – melody and 
accompaniment
Polyphonic – interweaving 
melodies
Dissonance – clashing notes
Intervals – the space between 
two notes

Learning 
Challenge
How has 
music 
developed 
from the 
baroque era 
to the 
modern era? 

Learning 
Challenge
How is music 
used in the 
film industry 
to evoke 
different 
emotions? 

We are studying the 
foundational music 
theory that will underpin 
our music GCSE 
knowledge, as well as 
the ‘forms’ of music that 
we will need to be able 
to identify and describe

We will be assessed on 
using written content 
and a mock 
performance 

We are developing an 
understanding of the 
different ‘eras’ of music, 
and will learn the context 
surrounding ‘baroque’ 
music, including the 
instruments used, the 
specific techniques and 
devices used 

We will be assessed on the 
written content of the first 
set work, ‘Badinerie’

We are beginning 
our free 
composition 
using Noteflight, 
using the skills 
we have 
developed so far 
this year. We will 
write a poem and 
set it to music 

We will be 
assessed on our 
mock 
performance of 
our free 
composition 

We are practicing our 
ensemble 
performance skills by 
learning to perform 
the song ‘I Know Him 
So Well’

We will use self
evaluation against 
the assessment 
criteria as a means of 
assessment.  We will 
also receive feedback 
from our teacher

We are studying the 
typical features of 
‘pop’ music, 

We will be assessed 
on the written 
content of the 
second set work, 
‘Africa’

We are studying how the musical elements can 
be utilised in order to represent a time, place, 
atmosphere, or mood. We are learning how 
music can effectively manipulate the feelings of 
an audience, and how it can be used to tell a 
story

We will be assessed using the 10 mark question 



Unit Six
Public 

Examinations
Half term 6

Unit Five
Appraising 

Music 
Half term 5

Year 
10

Year 11 Music
Learning Journey 

16+

Curriculum  Question 1
This half term we are 
studying…because….

Curriculum  Question  2
This Unit of Learning builds on last half 
term’s skills/ knowledge by…

Curriculum  Question 3
What key skills have you used in 
this Unit of Learning?

Unit Four
Film Music
Half term 4

Unit Three
Ensemble 

Performance 
Half term 3

Unit Two
AOS4: Pop 

Music
Half term 2

Unit One
Forms and 

Devices 
Half term 1

Learning Challenge
How can you use the 
analysis of a piece of 
music to compose a 
piece of music in a 
similar style? 

Key Vocabulary

Imitation – a melody repeated by 
another instrument
Pedal – a repeated note
Canon – a repeated melody in 
several instruments, overlapping
Alberti bass – broken chordal 
bassline
Strophic form – a repeated verse
Loops – a technological effect; a 
repeated section of music
Samples – a section of music that is 
taken from another song, and 
repurposed into something new
Panning – when the sound moves 
from left to right, or vice versa
Phasing – a repetitive phrase 
played by two instruments in 
different tempi
Melisma – several notes sung for 
one syllable
Syllabic – one syllable sung per 
note
Minimalism – layering of several 
melodies

Learning 
Challenge
How are the 
musical 
elements 
utilised in 
modern day 
pop music? 

Learning 
Challenge
How can 
composers use 
more complex 
musical techniques 
to capture a mood 
or story? 

We are studying how to learn about 
specific musical devices, be able to 
identify them by ear, and describe how 
they are utilised in a piece of music

We will be assessed on our listening tests 
and composition assessment 

We are studying the definition of 
the term ‘fusion’, and focus 
specifically on being able to 
analyse ‘bhangra’ music We will 
learn to identify and describe 
the musical elements and 
technological aspects specific to 
bhangra music, such as loops, 
samples, panning, and phasing

We will be assessed on our 
mock exam and composition 
assessment 

We are revising 
key knowledge 
from prior 
learning 

We will be 
assessed our 
final written 
examination 
paper 

We are completing our solo 
performances

We will be assessed on our 
Final solo performance 
assessment and using the 10 
mark question 

We will develop our 
performance as an 
ensemble player, as well as 
gaining the skills necessary 
for evaluating our own work 
against success criteria. We 
are being critical of our 
coursework and editing it in 
order to improve

We will be assessed on our 
ensemble performance 
coursework 

We are learning how to analyse music using 
specific key terms and how to discuss music 
in an academic way. We will consolidate 
knowledge of analysing music and 
appraisal

We will be assessed using practice papers 


