NEWSLETTER
END OF HALF-TERM: May 2021
Aspire to achieve, enjoy and excel

HAVE A RELAXING HALF-TERM BREAK

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parent/Carer
This half-term has been very busy for our teachers as
they set and marked assessments for Year 11
students in the absence of national exams. When
we return, students in all other year groups will be
doing end-of-year assessments over the next few
weeks. We will send out details of exact dates
nearer the time. However, your child should
regularly be going over their work so that work is in
their long-term memory, making revision easier.
Update on COVID restrictions
From Monday 7th June we will be further adapting
our procedures so that the school can return to a
more normal way of operating, as the pandemic is
easing. This will include the following:• Students will be issued new timetables on

Monday 7th June. This will include room changes
so that students move between lessons to the
next teacher rather than be based in one room.
• Staggered start and finish will remain but all

students must enter via the main gate.

using anti-bacterial solution before leaving the class
and going to the next lesson.
Masks remain optional for students anywhere in the
building, including classrooms.
I will let you know in advance if the situation
changes or if there is a reintroduction, by the local
authority, of face coverings for pupils or staff for a
temporary period in response to particular localised
outbreaks, including variants of concern.
I have included a reminder of our school uniform.
Please support the school by checking that your
child has full school uniform before they leave
home. If there is an issue, please write them a note.
I am very proud of how the majority of our students
present themselves and we must ensure our high
standards are followed by all as this is important in
maintaining Bower Park Academy’s good reputation
in the community.
I hope that you all enjoy the half-term break. It will
be a time to refresh and recharge batteries ready for
the next half-term.

• After half-term students will no longer be wearing

their PE kit to school on days when they have
PE. Instead, they will come to school in full
school uniform and change for their PE lesson.
• We will be reintroducing live assemblies in

year-group bubbles.

I will be amending the COVID risk assessment to
reflect these changes. It is vital that other control
measures remain in place, such as sanitising hands,
sticking to seating plans and self-testing at home. In
addition, your child will be asked to clean their table

S Deen
Principal

FAREWELL TO MRS STANNARD!
We are saying goodbye to Mrs Stannard. She has
been at the school since 2015 and in the last few
years has been working as a Vice Principal.
Mrs Stannard is going on to be a Principal and we
would like to wish her all the best in her new role.
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EQUIPMENT REMINDER
Please ensure that your son/daughter returns to
school in June with:•
•
•
•
•

Two working black pens
A purple pen
A ruler
A highlighter
A glue stick

KEY EVENTS/TERM DATES

May 2021
Friday 28 May – Last day of half-term
Monday 31 May
- Friday 4 June (inclusive)
– Half-Term

June 2021
Monday 7 June – School reopens to
students
Wednesday 30 June – Inset Day
(school closed to students)

July 2021
Wednesday 21 July – Last day of term
Thursday 22 July
- Tuesday 31 August (inclusive)
– Summer Holiday

September 2021
FACE MASKS
Face coverings are no longer be required for
students in classrooms or communal areas.
However, if a staff member or student wishes to
wear a face covering this will still be allowed.
Your child should still carry a face covering with
them as these are required on public transport
and in shops. There may also be occasions when
students might be required to wear a face
covering when social distancing is not possible in
the school.

Wednesday 1 September &
Thursday 2 September – Inset Day(s)
(school closed to students)
Friday 3 September – Year 7
Transition Day and
Year 11 Induction Day (to be
confirmed)
(school closed to Years 8-10)
Students return to school on
Monday 6 September.

Social Media
Are you following our social media accounts for
news, photos and updates?

NEWSLETTER
ATTENDANCE MATTERS

PUNCTUALITY

#MissSchoolMissOut

School begins promptly at 8.30 a.m. every morning
for Years 7 & 8 and at 8.40 a.m. for Years 9-11 (see
below for a reminder of start/finish times. Any
student who arrives after the register has been
taken, will be marked as late. If your child is
regularly late, they will be issued with a detention.

The Academy is continuing to focus on attendance
and punctuality. I am writing to remind you that
we expect children’s attendance to be 96% at the
minimum, which is in in line with government
expectations.
Why is good attendance and punctuality
important?
Education lays the vital foundations of a child’s life.
Regular and punctual attendance at school is key
to both academic and social development, which
in turn will improve the life chances of your child.
What does 90% attendance mean?
90% attendance = ½ school day missed every
week!
One school year at 90% attendance = 4 weeks
of learning missed!
Over 5 school years of school = ½ school year
missed!

Thank you for your continued support. Let’s strive
for 100% attendance next half term.

Year group

Start of the day

The school site will be open from 8.10 a.m.;
breakfast will be available for pick up from the
Canteen from 8.15 a.m. for those who wish to
purchase this.

GOOD NEWS!
We had 79 Year 7 and 8 students compete in the
Junior Mathematics Challenge. This is a national
mathematics competition with students from all
sorts of schools taking part. Of the 79 students,
13 received a bronze award, 14 silver awards and
2 gold awards. Three students have now qualified
for the next stage of the competition, the Junior
Kangaroo. This is an amazing achievement!
Congratulations to them all!

End of the day

Entry/Exit

7

8.30 am

2.20 pm

Main Gate

8

8.30 am

2.20 pm

Main Gate

9

8.40 am

2.30 pm

Main Gate

10

8.40 am

2.30 pm

Main Gate
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CORONAVIRUS

Covid-19 Testing
We will be sending home Covid-19 testing kits with your child on Friday. Please make sure your child
tests themselves twice a week 3-5 days apart, in the morning before school if possible and, if not, the
evening before.
Your child should continue testing twice a week, at home, throughout the half-term holiday.
There is also a useful video to show you how to take the test here.

Reporting Results
It is really important that results of test are reported online straight away, even if your child’s result is
negative or void. It’s easy to do at www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result.
Results can also be reported via telephone by calling 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are
open every day, 7am to 11pm.
It is important to keep a note of your child’s results and share with school as well. This can be done via
TestRegister. A reminder email is sent out automatically.

If you have a positive test result email the Academy on the address: bpacovidalert@elatschools.co.uk

ABSENCE
Reporting your Child’s Absence
You can report your child’s absence by phone or email.
Tel: 01708 730244 (select Option 1 for Attendance)
email: attendance@bowerpark.co.uk
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BOWER PARK ACADEMY
Activation codes have been emailed to parents/carers with parental responsibility where we have
your email information. If you have never logged in, however, you will need a new activation code.
Downloading the Edulinkone app will give you access to the following information regarding your
child:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Achievements (Praise Points)
Attendance
Absence Reporting
Behaviour (Consequence Points)
Catering
Documentation (i.e. Student Reports)*
Exam entries/timetables
Forms
Links
Noticeboard (information from BPA posted here)
Reports
Update information (for you and your child, i.e. home address, contact nos. etc.)
Timetable

If you have any questions about the Edulink app please contact the Exams & Data Officer
by email at exams@bowerpark.co.uk. If you haven’t received an activation code please email
exams@bowerpark.co.uk and we will arrange to send one to you. Your email address for the
activation code will need to the same one as on our school system.

NEWSLETTER
UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS

As you are aware, we have very high expectations over uniform at Bower Park and our students look
very smart and are proud to wear their uniform. Full details about our uniform expectations can be
found at the back of this newsletter.
In particular, I would like to remind parents/carers of the following:Skirts must be knee length and they should be the £18 stitched-down pleated skirt from Havering
Schoolwear:
http://www.haveringschoolwear.co.uk/Find-Your-School/Bower-Park/Stitched-Down-Pleated-SkirtBlack.Html?cPath=1_108&wizid=385t4fuf2ng972cpec9nu7e9k5
Coats should be black or navy blue. Hoodies are not permitted at all.

There is a scheme of financial assistance for the purchase of children's academy clothing. If you
think you qualify or if you experience any difficulty with providing the uniform for your child, please
contact the academy directly. All such enquiries are dealt with sympathetically and in the strictest
confidence.
•

PE kit must only be worn for PE/dance lessons or for a sporting event

•

‘Hoodies’, sweatshirts or non-academy jumpers are not allowed in the Academy. They must
not be worn instead of a coat or for PE. If seen these will be confiscated

•

Extreme dress is not permitted at any time including visible coloured undergarments

•

Tongue studs, eyebrow, nose, lip and facial piercings are not allowed at academy. Students will
be required to remove the facial jewellery

•

Hair bands or slides must be plain black or brown, thin hair bands only with no adornments

•

Make-up must not be worn in KS3; this includes foundation and fake tan, black eyeliner, eye
shadow,
mascara, fake eyelashes and lipstick

•

Discreet make-up may be worn for Years 10 & 11— students wearing excessive make-up will
be required to remove it

•

No coloured nail varnish or false nails (e.g. gels, acrylic nails)

•

Nails must be natural
Items carrying the academy badge are available from: Havering Schoolwear
Address: 160-162 Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch, RM11 1QH
Tel: 01708 767890
Email: info@haveringschoolwear.co.uk
Web order: www.haveringschoolwear.co.uk
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UNIFORM

EXPECTATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ITEM
Blazer

White Shirt

badge (badges/ties available

•
•

from the uniform supplier or

moved with permission of the teacher

from the academy)

•
•
•
•
•

Blazers can be removed whilst playing during lunch

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No coloured logos or edging

Black Blazer with academy

With collar and top button

Tie

House tie

Shoes

Plain black sensible shoes

Jumper

Plain black V-neck jumper

(optional)
Coat

Black or navy blue coat/scarf

(optional)

Jewellery

Bag

Watch

Plain Black Bag
(needs to hold A4 books)

Belt

Dark plain belt

(optional)
Socks

Short black or white socks

Trousers

Black trousers

Skirt
Tights

Black pleated knee length
Plain black

Only academy badges to be worn on blazers
Blazers to be worn at all times in academy and only re-

Top button fastened at all times
Short sleeved shirts can be worn
No t-shirts, polo shirts or shirts without buttons at the neck
No shirts which are tight fitting

No trainers, Vans, plimsolls, canvas shoes or boots
Trainers may only be worn for sports activity
Should be worn under the blazer
Should not be worn instead of blazer
Should not be tucked in
Should be plain
Should not be worn under or in place of blazer
No “hoodies” at any time
No denim coats
No fur trimmed coats
Conventional, non multi-media only
No facial piercings
No body artistry
No jewellery
Should have a shoulder strap
No handbag/tote bags
No brightly coloured belts
Small buckle with no logos
No patterned, coloured or branded socks
Straight, bootleg or wide leg trousers only
No ‘skinny’ trousers, chinos, canvas or denim
No visible zips or rivets
No leggings/jeggings/cropped trousers
No skater skirts
No straight/tight-fitting skirts
No patterned tights
Leggings are not permitted
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